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St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral Choir
Michael Kleinschmidt, conductor
John Stuntebeck, organ

O Clavis David combines texts from the book of Isaiah, the Psalms, and the writings of
Elizabeth Hooton (1600-1672), the first woman to become a Quaker minister. Born in
Nottinghamshire, she made several transatlantic crossings to investigate state-sanctioned
violence and oppression against Quakers in the American colonies. She was jailed on both
sides of the Atlantic and decried the injustices carried out against prisoners.

“O Clavis David” (O Key of David) is a title from Isaiah used in the O Antiphons, describing
the Messiah as he who will “lead the prisoners from the prison house.”

Text

Ps.102:1 Hear my prayer, O Lord and let my crying come unto thee.
Ps.142:6 O deliver me from my persecutors for they are too strong for me.

Hooton O thou that art set in authority to do justice and judgment, and to let the
oppressed go free, these things are required at thy hands.

Ps.102:20  To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those appointed to death;

Hooton Ilabored to lay before the king the grievances of the innocent, and hither
have I come time after time, for equity and for justice.

Isaiah 22: 22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder;
and he shall open it.

Hooton Do not join with them that would persecute and wrong the innocent, for if

thou dost thou wilt wrong thy one soul.

Texts adapted from:
Coverdale Psalter (1662)
King James Bible (1611)

Elizabeth Hooton, First Quaker Woman Preacher (1600-1672)
by Emily Manners (Headly Bros., London 1914)

For composer biography and purchase of score, please visit:

www.willcwhite.com
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