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Composed April - May, 2012, Cincinnati, OH

Durata18 (3,3, 5, 4, 3)

Copyright 2015 William C. White

For information about purchase of score and parts, please visit

www.willcwhite.com



PROGRAM NOTES

The Dwarf Planets (2012, arr. 2015)

Dwarf Planets are those objects in the solar system that revolve around the sun but lack the mass to be considered Planets
outright. The most famous of these is of course Pluto, which for 8o years was considered a planet but was then re-classified
in 2006.

This piece was inspired by the renowned suite of tone poems, The Planets, by Gustav Holst. As in Holst’s work, each
movement represents the mythological god or goddess whose name has been used for one of the celestial bodies in
question.

1. Haumea

Haumea is the Hawaiian goddess of Fertility and Childbirth. After giving birth to her own offspring, she gives birth to
their offspring, on and through the generations. (I'll let you put two and two together on that one.) The music is
primordial and noble, and the main melody (a tribal chant) continues with variation throughout the piece.

2. Pluto

Both the most famous Dwarf Planet and the most famous god on the list, Pluto is the Roman ruler of the
Underworld. This movement illustrates the abduction of Persephone, whom Pluto took as his bride. Often depicted
as a violent abduction, here the music never rises above a piano dynamic, suggesting that the abduction is more of a
mysterious disappearance. The opening melody depicts the innocence of Persephone.

3. Ceres

Like many ancient Roman gods and goddesses, Ceres represents several ideas, the two most important being
Agriculture and Motherhood. Hence, the movement opens with a joyous harvest dance, and then the same melody is
slowed down and rendered as a lullaby. This is followed by a reprise of the festival music and a coda.

4. Eris

Eris is the Greek goddess of Strife and Discord. This movement, presents a series of consonant chords that are
disturbed by the addition of foreign notes. The dissonances grow harsher and harsher. A middle C ostinato sounds
throughout the movement, passed off from one instrument to another. Eris was originally composed as a solo for the
pipe organ.

5. Makemake

Makemake is a god of the Rapa Nui people of Easter Island, where he is worshipped as both the Creator of Humanity
and the chief god of the Bird-Man Cult. Each year the youths of Easter Island were pitted against each other in a
dangerous race, swimming out to sea to try to capture the eggs of the sooty tern, a bird that nested on rocks several
kilometers off the shores of Easter Island. Many of the participants were devoured by sharks, but the winner earned
god-like status for the rest of the year. This movement depicts the call to the race, the race itself, and the victory.

William C. White (*1983)

William C. White is a conductor, composer, teacher, writer, and performer based in based in Portland, OR. As a composer,
he has written for concert, film, and theater, everything from large-scale symphonies to 30-second jingles. His background
as an educator includes stints as conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Metropolitan Youth
Symphony, and the Hyde Park Youth Sinfonia. His music has been played by orchestras, bands, and choirs across the
country at the professional, collegiate, and high school levels.

In 2015, Mr. White launched a popular YouTube series called “Ask a Maestro”, in which he answers questions about the
world of classical music. He has regularly given pre-concert lectures for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra since 2008.

From 2011 - 15, Mr. White served as Assistant Conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. He earned degrees from
Indiana University (M.M., Orchestral Conducting) and from the University of Chicago (B.A., Music), and he also has a long-
standing association with the Pierre Monteux School, serving as the school’s Conducting Associate (2009 - 13) and
Composer-in-Residence (2016).

Mr. White hails from Bethesda, MD, where he began his musical training as a violist.
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